


 
The MMO is a signatory to the coastal concordat and operates in accordance with its
principles. Should the activities subject to planning permission meet the above criteria then
the applicant should be directed to the follow pages:  and
asked to quote the following information on any resultant marine licence application:

local planning authority name,
planning officer name and contact details,
planning application reference.
 

Following submission of a marine licence application a case team will be in touch with the
relevant planning officer to discuss next steps.
 
Environmental Impact Assessment

With respect to projects that require a marine licence the EIA Directive (codified in Directive
2011/92/EU) is transposed into UK law by the Marine Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2007 (the MWR), as amended. Before a marine licence can be
granted for projects that require EIA, MMO must ensure that applications for a marine
licence are compliant with the MWR.
 
In cases where a project requires both a marine licence and terrestrial planning permission,
both the MWR and The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/contents/made may be applicable.
 
If this consultation request relates to a project capable of falling within either set of EIA
regulations, then it is advised that the applicant submit a request directly to the MMO to
ensure any requirements under the MWR are considered adequately at the following link
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-a-marine-licence-application
 
Marine Planning
 
Under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 ch.4, 58, public authorities must make
decisions in accordance with marine policy documents and if it takes a decision that is
against these policies it must state its reasons. MMO as such are responsible for
implementing the relevant Marine Plans for their area, through existing regulatory and
decision-making processes.

Marine plans will inform and guide decision makers on development in marine and coastal
areas. Proposals should conform with all relevant policies, taking account of economic,
environmental and social considerations. Marine plans are a statutory consideration for
public authorities with decision making functions. 

At its landward extent, a marine plan will apply up to the mean high water springs mark,
which includes the tidal extent of any rivers. As marine plan boundaries extend up to the
level of the mean high water spring tides mark, there will be an overlap with terrestrial plans
which generally extend to the mean low water springs mark.

A map showing how England's waters have been split into 6 marine plan areas is available
on our website. For further information on how to apply the marine plans please visit our
Explore Marine Plans service.
 
Planning documents for areas with a coastal influence may wish to make reference to the
MMO’s licensing requirements and any relevant marine plans to ensure that necessary
regulations are adhered to. All public authorities taking authorisation or enforcement
decisions that affect or might affect the UK marine area must do so in accordance with the
Marine and Coastal Access Act and the UK Marine Policy Statement unless relevant






